
There are, however, rules that must be followed when working with glass 
blocks and the following information is designed to ensure that your features 
are both safe and good looking.

Firstly, glass blocks must never be used to build load-bearing walls. A glass 
block wall with other construction on top must have a suitable and correctly 
supported lintel above it.

Glass blocks should always be built within a frame so that edges are protected 
and made neat. You cannot cut the blocks so the framing, ideally timber, must 
be built to suit the size of the feature.  The blocks are 190 x 190 x 80mm and 
the spacing between each block is 10mm approximately. 

When the blocks are to be used in an area affected by temperature changes, 
for example as a shower enclosure side or a panel alongside the front door, 
you must allow for the expansion and contraction of the glass. The normal 
white mortar used to bond the blocks must not be used around the perimeter 
of the feature against the framing. 

You must use Wickes Expansion Foam - Product Code 221-505 - to infill 
the gap between the glass and frame. Coat this with white silicone for a neat 
sealed finish. Diagram A 

HOW TO USE WICKES 
GLASS BLOCKS
Glass Blocks are not a new 
product, but they are now 
very much back in vogue.  
Traditionally these have been 
used to create partitions and 
shower cubicles or to fill in 
where windows have been.  

However, there is no reason 
that they cannot be used to 
create table features or an 
attractive feature outside.  
By the use of the addition  
of artificial light, whether 
coloured or normal these 

blocks can be transformed 
into a stylish addition to a 
room. 

KEEP INFORMED

•	 Look for other Good Idea 
Leaflets that could help you 
with your current project.

•	 Check that your Good Idea 
Leaflets are kept up to date. 
Leaflets are regularly changed 
to reflect product changes so 
keep an eye on issue dates.

•	 If you would like to be put on 
our mailing list for the Wickes 
Catalogue call

	 0845 274 1000
•	 Visit our website

	 wickes.co.uk

PROJECT SHOPPING LIST
Product Code  
Glass Blocks 	 Pk 10	 221-501  
Glass Block Single		  221-500
Glass Block Corner Single		  224-600 
Spacers 	 Pk 12	 221-502  
Mortar 	 12.5kg 	 235-312  
Reinforcing Rods 		  221-504  
Expansion Foam 		  221-505
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If the area of the feature exceeds two 
square metres or if the glass blocks 
are being used as a shower enclosure 
wall or as exterior door side panels 
which could be broken away by an 

intruder you must add reinforcing.  As 
you build, bed Wickes Stainless Steel 
Reinforcing Rods - Product Code 221-
504 - into the mortar between blocks 
in every third row both horizontally 
and vertically. Horizontally lay the 
rods, staggered in pairs, in the mortar 
with each pair overlapping the next 
by at least 150mm for continuous 
strength. Diagram B.  The ends of 
the rods, which reach the framing 
or sidewalls should be inserted into 
15mm deep holes drilled into the 
framing or walls. Make the holes 
as the walling is built up to ensure 
alignment. Vertically simply insert the 
rods into the mortar as the blocks are 
built up.

The use of the reinforcing rods will 
add considerably to the strength of 
the construction.
Corner Blocks can also be used, but 
must have stainless steel rods built,  
Diagram D.

Always use the spacers - Product 
Code 221-502 - to maintain the 
alignment of the blocks. Diagram C
. Not only do they ensure alignment, 
but also prevent the weight of the 
blocks compressing the mortar before 
it cures. spacers are not visible when 
the wall is complete.  Chart A gives a 
guide of how many you will need.
The Wickes White Mortar you should 
use is Product Code 235-312. You 
should mix this to a stiff consistency 
for best adhesion to the glass, which 
is non-absorbent. Fill the voids and 
remove excess mortar squeezed 
out of joints with a clean damp cloth 
as the work proceeds.  Diagram 
E.   Each 12.5kg bag of white mortar 
is sufficient for between 20 and 25 
blocks approximately.

When building walls, care should 
be taken when positioning blocks. 
In certain conditions, masking on 
the outer edge can be visible. We 
suggest that the ‘Bar Code’ should be 
positioned out of the line of sight.
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date of printing. Wickes products will inevitably change from time to time and the customer is advised to check that the design, descriptions, specifications and 

techniques of constructing any of the products described in this leaflet are still valid at the time of purchase or placing an order.
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	 No. of Spacers	 No. of Blocks
	 9	 4
	 12	 6
	 15	 8
	 20	 12
	 42	 30
	 77 	 60
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