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• Sealants do two different jobs,
depending on whether they’re a
liquid or a paste (sometimes
known as a mastic). Liquids are
used mainly to waterproof
surfaces, while mastics make
waterproof or weatherproof
joints between adjacent - and
often different - materials or
surfaces.

• Liquid sealants include

waterproofers for flat roofs,
liquid dampproof membranes
for walls and floors, interior
damp sealants and
waterproofers for external
walls, drives and patios. 

• They may be based on
traditional ingredients such as
bitumen, or may contain man-
made chemicals such as water-
repelling silicones.

• Mastic sealants and putties are
sold in tubs, or in cartridges to
fit a standard trigger-operated
cartridge gun. Different product
types are used for jobs as
diverse as waterproofing gutter
joints, sealing round door and
window frames or making
waterproof joints between
baths or shower trays and
adjacent walls.

SEALANTS CHECKLIST

USING SEALANTS
Liquid sealants

• Liquid sealants for roofs and masonry are usually brushed on, although
some masonry sealants can be sprayed so long as you can avoid
overspray by masking or shielding adjacent surfaces. [PIC 1]

• Surfaces to be treated should be clean, free from loose surface
material and dry, unless the manufacturer’s instructions say otherwise.
If liquid sealants are being used indoors, make sure there is adequate
ventilation.

• If you are applying bituminous paints or waterproofers, it is a good idea
to use old brushes which can be thrown away once the job is
completed. It is very difficult to remove these products from brushes
satisfactorily.

Mastic sealants

• Mastic sealants are usually applied as a toothpaste-like bead along a
joint between adjacent surfaces. The surfaces should be clean, dry and
free from dust and loose material.

• Cartridge sealants have remarkable gap-filling properties, but cannot
do the impossible. Deep gaps may need packing with inert material
such as aerosol foam filler or glass fibre loft insulation blanket before
the gap is filled with sealant. [PIC 2]

• Silicone sealants can irritate the skin, and care should be taken when
using them not to transfer traces of sealant to the eyes.

• Remember to remove the nozzle and cut off the seal on a new
cartridge tube before starting to use the sealant.

• Decide what size of sealant bead you want, then use a sharp knife to
make a 45° cut through the nozzle at the required diameter.

• Fit the cartridge into the gun and squeeze the trigger to force the
piston up inside the tube. To stop the flow of sealant, release the small
metal tab through which the piston shaft passes. [PIC 3]

• Store part-used cartridges horizontally in a frost-free environment.
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