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BUILD YOUR SKILLS
• Adhesives are essential for all

sorts of DIY jobs, sometimes
providing a quick and effective
fixing on their own, and sometimes
reinforcing the action of other
fixings such as nails.

• Some adhesives such as PVA are
used in many different ways, while
others are formulated for just one
specialist application.

• Most adhesives are supplied ready
for use - in a tin, a tub, a cartridge
or a tube. A few, such as wallpaper
paste and floor tile adhesive, come
in powder form and have to be
mixed with water.

• Always read the manufacturer’s
instructions before using any
adhesive. These may contain
important advice about surface

preparation, application methods,
setting times and safety tips.

• Always keep DIY adhesives out of
reach of children and pets, and
store them in the dry at room
temperature if possible.

ADHESIVE CHECKLIST

USING PVA ADHESIVE
Preparation
• Universal PVA building adhesive is an extremely versatile product that can

be used to bond all sorts of materials, so long as one of them is relatively
porous. It comes in 1, 2.5 and 5 litre sizes.

• Make sure that the surfaces to be stuck are clean, sound and free from
dust, grease, oil, wax or loose surface material. Stir the adhesive before
use.

• Apply the adhesive to one of the surfaces to be bonded direct from the tin
with a brush or spreader. If you’re using it to stick different surfaces
together, apply it to the less porous surface. [PIC 1]

Bonding
• If the components have smooth surfaces, assemble them immediately

while the adhesive is still wet. It sets by evaporation, so setting times will
depend on the porosity of the surfaces and the ambient temperature.

• If the surfaces are uneven, mix the adhesive with filler, plaster or cement
to form a paste, and apply this to both surfaces before making the bond.
[PIC 2]

• You can use undiluted PVA building adhesive for woodworking joints, but
end grain should be primed first with adhesive diluted with one part water
to five parts of adhesive. A PVA woodworking adhesive will give a stronger
bond if the joint will be under continuous stress.

Sealing
• You can also use PVA building adhesive as a sealer. Dilute one part of

adhesive with five parts of water for sealing porous or dusty wall, floor and
ceiling surfaces. [PIC 3]

• Mix the adhesive with an equal quantity of water to make a primer for
gloss paint that is to be papered over, for sealing asbestos cement, and to
seal in bituminous wood treatments before painting (two coats are needed
in this case).

• PVA building adhesive will also stop cut carpet edges from fraying, bond
fabrics together and stick all sorts of arts and crafts materials.
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