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Over the years a shower has people find a shower more a steady stream of hot water
become as important a piece refreshing and invigorating only as and when it is required.
of bathroom equipment as the  than a bath.

bath itself for a variety of very You have no need to

good reasons. A shower is very One of the most economical expensively heat water and
economical to run, using far and convenient ways of store it. You can simply turn
less water than a bath. You’ll providing a shower facility on the heater and enjoy

get five showers from a bath is to fit an electric shower your shower.

full of water. Additionaly, most  heater, which supplies

All Wickes electric shower heaters are BEAB (British Electrotechnical Approvals
Board) approved, ensuring safety and comfort whilst showering. They all work on the
same principle which is that cold water, normally from the house rising main supply
pipe, passes over one or more electrically heated elements in a container in the
housing. The water temperature is controlled by the rate at which the water flows over
the element.

The amount of water that can be heated to a desirable temperature is governed
by three factors, (a) the ambient temperature of the water entering the unit, (b)
the heating ability — wattage — of the elements and (c) the preferred showering
temperature. The Wickes heaters range from 7.5kW to 9.5kW

All models in the range have a temperature adjustment control which works by
increasing or decreasing the water flow rate over the elements. All current models
are fitted with the means of element selection or power control for even greater

economy of use during warmer summer months.
KEEP INFORMED

¢ Look for other Good Idea
Leaflets that could help you
with your current project.

During the winter months the ambient temperature of water entering the unit will be
lower, so maximum heat will be required to heat the water to the desired temperature
and the flow rate will be reduced. During the summer months the ambient water
temperature will be higher thus requiring less heat from the elements to achieve the
desired showering temperature. The flow rate will be greater. As an example, the flow
rate from a 7.5kW heater will vary from approximately 2 litres / minute in the winter to
5 litres / minute in the summer. Selecting a shower heater with a higher kilowatt rating
will provide improved performance throughout the year. As a guide:

e Check that your Good Idea
Leaflets are kept up to date.
Leaflets are regularly changed
to reflect product changes so
keep an eye on issue dates.

e |f you would like to be put on 8.5kW = up to 27% more flow than a 7.5kW heater
our mailing list for the Wickes
Catalogue call 9.5kW = up to 42% more flow than a 7.5kW heater

0845 274 1000

¢ Visit our website

wickes.co.uk
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It can be seen clearly from this information
that more highly rated models will push out
heated water under greater flow and you
should bear this in mind when selecting the
model for your property.

COMFORT AND SAFETY FEATURES

In operation Wickes electric shower heaters
benefit from stabilised temperature control.
Whilst showering, mains water pressure
can fluctuate when other outlets in the
house served directly by the rising main are
turned on. Under normal pressure changes
that occur, flow remains virtually constant
by an automatic adjustment of the internal
temperature control valve, ensuring that a
stable water temperature is maintained.

If the water pressure falls below the
required minimum for it to be safe to heat
the water, an integral pressure sensing
switch turns off the heating elements

until adequate pressure is available. The
minimum water pressure required to
operate all Wickes models is 1 bar running
pressure, which can normally be achieved
from the mains cold supply.

If it is established that mains water
pressure is below 1 bar, an electric shower
heater can be fed with water from a storage
cistern, provided that the base of the cistern
is at least 10 metres above the shower
sprayhead. This is a considerable height
not normally achievable in

most homes.

NOTE: A single impeller pump suitable
for use with an electric shower, which

is capable of delivering the minimum
pressures as above, can be used via a
cistern to supply the shower where mains
pressure is inadequate. However, a single
impeller pump cannot be used to increase

the output performance of a shower.

In addition to stabilised temperature

and pressure sensing capabilities,
electric showers are fitted with maximum
temperature limiting switches to ensure
that a maximum safe shower temperature
cannot be exceeded. These switches
operate automatically to turn off the
heating elements if insufficient water is
flowing through the unit. The unit resets
automatically when the water temperature
reduces to a satisfactory level.

BEFORE YOU START

Before fitting an electric shower it is
important to check (a) that there will be
sufficient water pressure to operate the
shower and (b) that the electricity supply in
the property will be adequate to cope with
the additional loading.

Advice on plumbing skills can be found in
Wickes Good Idea Leaflet 48.

Specialist tools should not be necessary
to undertake the plumbing work, but in the
interests of safety, it is advisable to use

a mains tester when working on

electrical circuits.

Materials required for the installation will
vary but a guide follows.

PLUMBING

15mm copper pipe and fittings will be
needed to run a supply from a tee in the
rising main to the heater inlet.

An isolating valve must be incorporated

in this pipework. If there is any chance

that the sprayhead could be lowered far
enough to go into a bath tub or shower tray
containing waste water, it will be necessary
to fit a double check valve into the supply
pipe to prevent possible back siphonage
into the mains. This then complies with
water Byelaws. All components are
available from Wickes.

ELECTRICS

The shower heater must be supplied with
power directly from a fuse box or consumer
unit. It cannot be supplied with power from
an existing circuit. The supply should have
RCD protection at the consumer unit.

Where an existing fuse box or consumer
unit does not have a spare ‘fuseway’ for an
additional circuit it will be necessary to fit a
larger consumer unit with more fuseways.
Alternatively, you can fit an additional small
consumer unit. In the latter case you will
need a ‘service splitter’ and your electricity
company will need to connect the meter
tails to this.

The fuse or MCB required will depend upon
the rating of the chosen shower heater and
the heater installation instructions will guide

you towards the correct selection. MCBs
will range from 32amps for a 7kW heater up
to 40amps for a 9.5kW heater. A 10.5kW
requires a 45amp MCB.

Cable will be 6mm? or 10mm? twin and
earth depending on site factors. Only a
qualified electrician will have the expertise
to calculate when 10mm? cable will

be needed.

If replacing an existing shower unit with a
higher kilowatt unit, it is essential to ensure
that the electric cable is adequate for the
increased load.

You will also require a 45amp double pole
isolating switch in the cable run. If this is to
be located in the bathroom it must be a pull
cord operated type.

Everything is available from Wickes.

All electrical works MUST conform to
BS767 the current IEE Wiring Regulations
and Part P of Building Regulations. You are
advised to check with your local authority’s
Building Control Department, or an
Authorised Competent Person

before starting.

A direct replacement, without a wiring
change, need not be notified to your local
Building Control Department. If in any doubt
about electrical work, call in a qualified
electrician.

FIG. 1 shows a very basic layout. New
installations will have to be compliant with
Part P of Building Regulations

INSTALLATION

Very comprehensive installation instructions
are supplied with the shower heaters but
briefly, your first task is to determine where
to locate the heater unit. It can be in a
shower cubicle or over a bath but cable
and pipe routing must be carefully planned.
In all cases the shower must be fixed to a
finished surface. Do not for example fit the
unit and then try to tile up to it.

It should be fitted at a height where it will
only be subjected to normal degrees of
splashing water whilst showering.

Plumbing should precede wiring to ensure
that water leaks on commissioning can be
rectified before any electricity is present
inside the unit.

FEATURES OF EACH SHOWER HEATER

Apart from the comfort and safety features
already outlined and which are common to
all units, each has its own individual
special features.

HELPLINE

In the event of installation or usage
problems please contact the Wickes
Customer Care Helpline on 024 7632 8341



AquatrOnic 1+ Product Code

: 160-504 (7.5kW) 207-295 (8.5kW)

Available in 7.5kW and 8.5kW

Single controls for stop / start and
cold / economy / high power settings

Numbered temperature dial
Single position rub-clean shower head

Accessory pack including soap dish, riser
rail, and 1m chrome hose

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS
® 7.5kW and 8.5kW ratings.

® Electrical Supply:
7.5kW (nominal) 32amps @ 240V AC
8.5kW (nominal) 40amps @ 240V AC

® Pipe Entry: Left, right, top, bottom and rear.
® Cable Entry: Left, right, top, bottom and rear.

Available in 8.5kW and 9.5kW

Push stop / start button and dial selectors for
cold / economy / high settings

Numbered temperature dial
5 position rub clean shower head

Accessory pack including soap dish, riser
rail, and 1m chrome hose

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS
® 8.5kW and 9.5kW ratings.

® Electrical Supply:
8.5kW (nominal) 40amps @ 240V AC
9.5kW (nominal) 40amps @ 240V AC

® Pipe Entry: Left, right, bottom and rear.
® Cable Entry: Left, right, bottom and rear.

Available in 8.5kW and 9.5kW
Slimline design

Push stop / start button and selector for
cold / economy / high settings

Numbered temperature dial
Low pressure indicator

Deluxe accessory pack with soap dish,
riser rail and 1m chrome hose

Deluxe easy to clean 5 mode showerhead

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS
® 8.5kW and 9.5kW ratings.

® Electrical Supply:
8.5kW (nominal) 40amps @ 240V AC
9.5kW (nominal) 40amps @ 240V AC

® Pipe Entry: Bottom and rear.
Cable Entry: Top and rear.
® Dimensions: H-309mm, W—-212mm, D—95mm

Available in 9.5kW
Slimline design

Push stop / start button and cold /
economy / high settings

Numbered temperature dial
Low pressure indicator and safety cut out
Phased shutdown

Deluxe accessory pack with soap dish, riser
rail and 1m chrome hose

Deluxe easy to clean 5 mode showerhead

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS
® 9.5kW ratings.

® Electrical Supply:
9.5kW (nominal) 40amps @ 240V AC

® Pipe Entry: Bottom and rear.
® Cable Entry: Top and rear.
® Dimensions: H-309mm, W—-212mm, D—95mm

Aquatronic Style product Code: 207-301 (9.5kW)

Available in 9.5kW

Stunning glass fascia with polished chrome
controls

Temperature stabilised for showering safety

Push stop / start button and cold / economy
/ high settings

Deluxe easy to clean 5 mode showerhead

Deluxe accessory pack with soap dish, riser
rail and 1m chrome hose

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS
® 9.5kW ratings.

® Electrical Supply:
9.5kW (nominal) 40amps @ 240V AC

® Pipe Entry: Bottom and rear.
Cable Entry: Top and rear.
® Dimensions: H-340mm, W-240mm, D—100mm

* This does not affect your statutory rights



SEE IN-STORE FOR A FULL RANGE OF MIXER SHOWERS,
INTEGRAL POWER SHOWERS AND ACCESSORIES

Aquariss Encounter Concealed
Thermostatic Mixer Shower

.y

Thermostatic
Power Shower

1.5 & 2 Bar Plastic
Twin Impeller Pumps

2 & 3 Bar High Performance
Brass Twin Impeller Pumps

Brochures and Price Lists are available In-Store, or online at www.wickes.co.uk
A wide range of enclosures, doors and screens also available In-Store
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e 900mm Quadrant Enclosure

¢ Silver effect only frame option

e Glass option clear

e Suitable for use with a
900mm tray.

* 1850mm height for no
overhead spray.

* 6mm toughened safety glass
with anti-limescale formula for
easy cleaning.

20mm adjustment available to
compensate for walls

that are not perfectly vertical.
Full length gel magnet
ensures watertight seal.
Screw cap covers to conceal
fixings.

¢ 1200 x 760mm Sliding Door

* Silver effect only frame option

¢ Suitable for use with 1200 x
760mm shower tray

e 1850mm height for no
overhead spray

* 5mm toughened safety glass

¢ 10mm adjustment available to
compensate for

walls that are not perfectly
vertical

Left or right hand opening
90° Flexigrip seal ensures
watertight seal

Screw cap covers to conceal
fixings

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure that the product design, descriptions, specifications and techniques of constructing the products are accurate at the date of
printing. Wickes products will inevitably change from time to time and the customer is advised to check that the design, descriptions, specifications and techniques of
constructing any of the products described in this leaflet are still valid at the time of purchase or placing an order.
© Wickes Building Supplies Limited 2011
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be produced or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise
or stored in any retrieval system of any nature without the written permission of the copyright holder and the publisher.



